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Discovering Eboracum is an app designed to help people to discover York Roman History through the 

collections displayed at the Yorkshire Museum and sites around the city. The Discovering Eboracum App is 

available as a native app for iOS and Android users, via the publicly available Situate app. It is aimed mainly 

at  families and tourists. 

Users download all the content at the time they install the app. After this, an internet connection isn’t 

required to use the app. Every time the user opens the app (or selects ‘Check for Updates’) the app will 

check for an internet connection, and if there is one it will check if any changes have been made and will 

download any updates. This allows the app to be kept up to date. 

As the user moves around the Yorkshire Museum the app will automatically show relevant content, when it 

detects iBeacons placed in the Roman Galleries. And as the user walks around the York city centre other 

content will be shown – triggered when the user enters specific GPS zones. 

The app is organised in three main sections: 

1. Eboracum on foot -  take a tour of Roman York: 

This section displays to users the main points of interest that relate to the Roman past of 

York and it includes insights from our selected Roman guides. 

2. Roman Galleries – Yorkshire Museum: 

This part shows the four Roman galleries and exposed collections inside the Museum. 

3. Your Roman Guides: 

In this section we introduce four Roman characters from the Museum (Ivory Bangle Lady, 

Corellia Optata, Soldier, Blacksmith) who will help to describe the daily life in Eboracum. 

These sections show different paths which allow users to follow the Roman history of York. Users are free 

to choose where they would like to start their journey.  

The team came up with the idea of developing this type of app to achieve several goals: 

- There is no wifi in the Yorkshire Museum so it was important that the app would not rely on this 

- To find a way of connecting the artefacts inside the museum with the context of Eboracum  

- To make it engaging to families 

- To have the multi-lingual possibilities 

We are looking to enhance the feeling of heritage in people and hoping to create a connection with the 

people who lived in the same area of York in the past. 

Gathering ideas: 

Visiting the Yorkshire Museum we chose to pick up the Roman galleries as topic of our app, which has been 

created using Situate Admin Tool that is free to download and offering a wide range of options to develop 

apps easily and completely accessible for everybody. 

- The first phase of this project was the gathering of data, such as photos of the Roman collection at 

the Yorkshire Museum and information from the History of York website. 



- After we collected all this information we went out following the remains spread around the city of 

York and to anticipate what the audiences would like to do such as taking a selfie at each point of 

interest. Is in this phase that we decided to introduce the personal comments of the Roman 

characters into the app. We thought people would like see these places from their perspectives. 

- The last step of the project was to insert all content into the app. 

- In conclusion: to develop an app which will be able to illustrate the remains of the Roman 

settlement, known as Eboracum, spread around York, and to find a way to connect these places  

with some Roman characters displayed in the Yorkshire Museum galleries. 

 


