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Welcome ​ ​to ​ ​the ​ ​Historic​ ​Emanu-El ​ ​Cemetery​ ​in ​ ​Victoria ​ ​B.C.,​ ​Canada! 
 
This​ ​website ​ ​has​ ​been ​ ​created ​ ​as​ ​part​ ​of​ ​an ​ ​ongoing ​ ​project​ ​at​ ​the ​ ​University​ ​of​ ​Victoria, 
documenting ​ ​the ​ ​Emanu-el ​ ​Cemetery.​ ​The ​ ​ongoing ​ ​​Anthropology​ ​467:​ ​Heritage ​ ​and ​ ​Historical 
Archaeology​ ​Field ​ ​Course ​ ​at​ ​Emanu-El ​ ​Cemetery​ ​ ​course,​ ​with​ ​Dr.​ ​Erin ​ ​McGuire,​ ​has​ ​been 
combining ​ ​teaching ​ ​students​ ​locally​ ​about​ ​field ​ ​work,​ ​and ​ ​working ​ ​with ​ ​the ​ ​local ​ ​Jewish 
community​ ​to ​ ​document​ ​the ​ ​cemetery​ ​and ​ ​research ​ ​the ​ ​individuals​ ​buried ​ ​there.​ ​Having ​ ​worked 
on ​ ​this​ ​project​ ​in ​ ​a ​ ​variety​ ​of​ ​aspects,​ ​and ​ ​as​ ​a ​ ​current​ ​student​ ​of​ ​Anthropology​ ​485:​ ​Digital 
Archaeology,​ ​with​ ​Dr.​ ​Katherine ​ ​Cook.  
 
 
The​ ​website​: 
 
The ​ ​Burial ​ ​Records​ ​are ​ ​listings​ ​of​ ​the ​ ​individuals​ ​in ​ ​the ​ ​cemetery,​ ​and ​ ​are ​ ​being ​ ​added ​ ​bit​ ​by​ ​bit, 
as​ ​the ​ ​historical ​ ​research ​ ​is​ ​completed.​ ​Under​ ​the ​ ​Images​ ​tab,​ ​there ​ ​are ​ ​collections​ ​of​ ​images 
from​ ​several ​ ​cemeteries ​ ​(an ​ ​ongoing ​ ​personal ​ ​project).​ ​This​ ​section ​ ​of​ ​the ​ ​website ​ ​is​ ​still ​ ​under 
construction,​ ​and ​ ​may​ ​be ​ ​temperamental ​ ​in ​ ​displaying ​ ​the ​ ​images.​ ​I​ ​have ​ ​included ​ ​a ​ ​list​ ​of 
resources​ ​for​ ​those ​ ​interested ​ ​in ​ ​conducting ​ ​their​ ​own​ ​research ​ ​into ​ ​their​ ​own ​ ​families.​ ​A​ ​blog 
section ​ ​of​ ​the ​ ​website ​ ​that​ ​has​ ​been ​ ​designed ​ ​for​ ​the ​ ​coursework​ ​that​ ​I​ ​am​ ​completing ​ ​through 
Anth ​ ​485,​ ​and ​ ​finally​ ​the ​ ​timeline ​ ​is​ ​housed ​ ​under​ ​“Timeline”.​ ​There ​ ​is​ ​a ​ ​lot​ ​of​ ​overlap ​ ​in ​ ​the 
information ​ ​in ​ ​the ​ ​records​ ​and ​ ​the ​ ​timeline.​ ​The ​ ​goal ​ ​of​ ​the ​ ​project​ ​has​ ​been ​ ​to ​ ​create ​ ​an 
interactive ​ ​and ​ ​easily​ ​accessible ​ ​format​ ​of​ ​the ​ ​information ​ ​to ​ ​help ​ ​make ​ ​people ​ ​feel ​ ​more 
connected ​ ​to ​ ​the ​ ​information,​ ​and ​ ​to ​ ​have ​ ​them​ ​interact​ ​with ​ ​it​ ​a ​ ​bit​ ​more ​ ​directly.​ ​Additionally,​ ​it 
will ​ ​be ​ ​linked ​ ​to ​ ​the ​ ​field ​ ​school ​ ​website ​ ​for​ ​the ​ ​students,​ ​professors​ ​and ​ ​community​ ​members 
who​ ​have ​ ​an ​ ​interest​ ​in ​ ​the ​ ​ongoing ​ ​research ​ ​being ​ ​done.  
 
 
Creative ​ ​Process: 
 
Creating ​ ​this​ ​website ​ ​has​ ​been ​ ​an ​ ​update ​ ​to ​ ​a ​ ​previous​ ​web​ ​page ​ ​built​ ​through ​ ​wordpress​ ​for​ ​a 
project​ ​I​ ​completed ​ ​in ​ ​2017.​ ​This​ ​has​ ​included ​ ​learning ​ ​to ​ ​code,​ ​updating ​ ​burial ​ ​records,​ ​adding 
photos,​ ​and ​ ​researching ​ ​the ​ ​individuals.​ ​The ​ ​timeline ​ ​was​ ​created ​ ​through ​ ​​TimelinJS​.​ ​I​ ​then 
inserted ​ ​all ​ ​of​ ​the ​ ​data ​ ​that​ ​we​ ​have,​ ​dating ​ ​between ​ ​1860 ​ ​and ​ ​1899.​ ​The ​ ​creation ​ ​of​ ​the 
website ​ ​and ​ ​this​ ​timeline ​ ​has​ ​allowed ​ ​me ​ ​to ​ ​reimaging ​ ​the ​ ​data ​ ​I​ ​and ​ ​the ​ ​other​ ​students​ ​have 
collect​ ​over​ ​the ​ ​past​ ​3 ​ ​years,​ ​and ​ ​give ​ ​it​ ​a ​ ​place ​ ​to ​ ​live ​ ​so ​ ​people ​ ​can ​ ​interact​ ​with​ ​it.  
  
Source ​ ​Material: 
 
The ​ ​base ​ ​source ​ ​information ​ ​comes​ ​from​ ​the ​ ​burial ​ ​records​ ​created ​ ​during ​ ​the ​ ​past​ ​3 ​ ​years​ ​of 
the ​ ​field ​ ​school,​ ​along ​ ​with​ ​a ​ ​database ​ ​provided ​ ​by​ ​the ​ ​Jewish ​ ​community,​ ​listing ​ ​all ​ ​the ​ ​burials 

https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca/archaeograves/
https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca/archaeograves/
https://timeline.knightlab.com/


and ​ ​dating ​ ​information ​ ​that​ ​they​ ​have.​ ​It​ ​has​ ​been ​ ​important​ ​to ​ ​use ​ ​both ​ ​of​ ​these ​ ​sources​ ​in 
addition ​ ​to ​ ​researching ​ ​the ​ ​individuals,​ ​as​ ​over​ ​time ​ ​records​ ​have ​ ​gone ​ ​missing,​ ​been 
accidentally​ ​incorrectly​ ​transcribed ​ ​and ​ ​fallen ​ ​out​ ​of​ ​date.  
 
Additionally,​ ​resources​ ​such ​ ​as​ ​​Family​ ​Search ​,​ ​​JewishGen.org ​,​ ​the ​ ​​Royal ​ ​BC​ ​Museum 
Genealogical ​ ​Archives​,​ ​and ​ ​historical ​ ​​Canadian ​ ​Census​’ ​ ​have ​ ​been ​ ​used ​ ​to ​ ​augment​ ​and 
confirm​ ​the ​ ​data ​ ​we ​ ​have.  
  
Resources​ ​and​ ​Uncertainty: 
 
As​ ​this​ ​data ​ ​is​ ​part​ ​of​ ​an ​ ​ongoing ​ ​project,​ ​there ​ ​is​ ​a ​ ​level ​ ​of​ ​uncertainty.​ ​By​ ​researching ​ ​the 
individuals​ ​and ​ ​finding ​ ​as​ ​many​ ​sources​ ​as​ ​possible ​ ​to ​ ​confirm,​ ​and ​ ​noting ​ ​in ​ ​the ​ ​records​ ​where 
the ​ ​information ​ ​has​ ​come ​ ​from,​ ​and ​ ​when ​ ​we​ ​are ​ ​not​ ​100%​ ​confident​ ​in ​ ​the ​ ​results.​ ​We ​ ​are 
doing ​ ​our​ ​best​ ​to ​ ​work​ ​with​ ​the ​ ​community,​ ​research ​ ​through ​ ​digital ​ ​and ​ ​physical ​ ​archives,​ ​and 
be ​ ​hands​ ​on ​ ​in ​ ​the ​ ​cemetery​ ​in ​ ​order​ ​to ​ ​provide ​ ​the ​ ​best​ ​and ​ ​most​ ​upto ​ ​date ​ ​information ​ ​that​ ​we 
can! 

https://www.familysearch.org/search
https://www.jewishgen.org/
http://search-collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Genealogy
http://search-collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Genealogy
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/census.aspx

